
Crist iana Pegoraro
Continuing the adventures around the world

My dearest friends,

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and that you started the new year in the best way .

November and December have been a particularly interesting time for me. IÕve traveled from Ka -
zakhstan to London, and from Bahrain to The Emirates and Yemen. I spent New YearÕs Eve in Rome 
and the first days of January in NY. From the second half of January to the middle of February I will 
play five concerts in Italy . I hope I can see you there.

To celebrate the new year , IÕm offering a discount on some of my CDs, hoping that my music will 
bring you company and evoke beautiful feelings. (see page 5)

You will read more about my trips in the next pages.     
          Enjoy!
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UPCOMING CONCERTS 
January & F ebruary

January 16, 6.45PM 
Rome, Circolo degli Scacchi
Via del Corso 518

January 19, 9.00 
Latina, Teatro Comunale
Via Umberto I

January 24, 7.00PM
Rome, Circolo Ministero Affari Esteri
Lungotevere dellÕAcqua Acetosa 42

February 1, 9.00PM
Rome, Teatro Ghione
Via delle Fornaci 37

February 6, 9.00PM 
Florence, Accademia del Fortepiano
Via di Camaldoli 7 rosso

For more details, please go to my website 
www.cristianapegoraro.com/dates
or email divaproductions2@aol.com



KAZAKHSTAN

ASTANA

On Nov. 2nd I flew from Frankfurt to Astana, the Capital of Kazakhstan. It was 
the beginning of a series of very interesting adventures in countries I hadnÕt 
seen before.
I stayed in Astana for 10 days to take part in the Shabyt Festival, the most im -
portant festival there. During my trip I played at the Congress Hall for the 
opening ceremony of the festival and in the beautiful hall at the State Academy 
of Music. I gave master classes to Kazakh students and I was a juror in the 
ÒShabytÓ International Piano Competition of Kazakhstan. Being part of this fes -

tival gave me the opportunity to meet very nice col -
leagues and musicians from all over the world. W e had the chance to exchange 
musical ideas, beautiful moments and much laughters...

Kazakhstan is a big country, the western part borders with China and the 
northern and eastern parts with R ussia. Most of the 
people in Kazakhstan look like Mongols, some others 
are blond with blue eyes. These diversities make Ka-
zakhstan a country very rich in colors and facial fea -

tures. Astana itself is a city of contrasts: in the old town the influence of the ex  
communist regime is still visible, the buildings are big and all the same, gray 
and not very well kept, and there is a lot of bureaucracy to do even simple 
things. The new town, which is being built at present, is a testament to the 
economic boom of this country thanks to its richness of natural resources. The 
buildings are extremely beautiful, very artistic and all different, with lighting 
from the outside which makes them change color , from pink to white, blue and 
green...They are building a lot and I think that in a few years Astana will have a 

main role among the cities of the future.
During my stay I was pleasantly surprised to see many young people going to 
concerts, ballet and cultural events in general. The children are our future 
and it is very important to form them with appreciation for the arts! In Astana 
there is the State Academy of Music, founded and directed by the Kazakh 
world famous violinist Aiman Mussakojayeva. It is a huge and modern building 
were young people learn different instruments, they can practice, they can 
use a library and go to concerts every day . The government gives many schol-

arships to the best students and pays a lot of attention to inviting artists from 
abroad to bring their culture and skills through concerts and master classes. 
Bravo!

in the pictures (from R to L): The State Academy of Music at night. Next to the 
poster with my name written in Cyrillic. W ith the Mayor of Astana and violinist 
Aiman Mussakojayeva. In the jury of the piano competition. W ith colleagues, 
musicians.
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LONDON
Right after Kazakhstan I flew to London for three concerts. I enjoyed this city very  
much and had the chance to experience the Christmas at -
mosphere there. Here are some pictures taken at the gala 
dinner offered after my last concert at the Dorchester Ho -
tel, one of the most beautiful hotels in London. In the pic -
ture on the left IÕm with Antonio Caprarica, director of Ra -
dio 1 and ex correspondent from the Italian TV RAI in Mos-
cow, London and Paris. In the photo on the right with the 
Italian Ambassador in the UK Giancarlo Aragona, with the 
President of Provincia dellÕAquila Stefania Pezzopane and 
with Benito Fiore, National Treasurer and London Delegate of 

the Accademia Italiana della Cucina. In the photo below with a beautiful example of the 
scottish gala costume worn by a my new fan John.
______________________________________________________________________________

BAHRAIN, EMIRATES AND YEMEN

MANAMA
A day after I came back from London, I boarded a flight to go to Bahrain and started my tour 
of the Gulf Countries becoming the first Italian female pianist to play classical concerts in Bahrain and 
Yemen.
It was my first time in those countries and it was a great opportunity to get closer to the Arabic culture 
and to the habits of these people. Everywhere in the world it is possible to meet wonderful people. Every 
culture has its positive and negative sides. Music and the arts in general are really the universal language 
that can bridge cultural differences, and that can drive people closer in a very 

strong spirit of friendship and tolerance. IÕm convinced that 
if you talk to the heart of the people, no matter who they 
are, how they are dressed or what God they pray to, they 
will always respond from their heart.
I came back very enriched inside, having experienced won -
derful things.
The concert at the Cultural Center in Manama, Bahrain, had  
a nationwide echo. In Bahrain they are not too used to hav -
ing classical concerts and the exceptionality of the event 
attracted a huge audience. I came out on all the major 
newspapers in Arabic (donÕt ask me what they wrote!) and 

English, and I was a guest on many TV programs. The national TV broadcasted 
my concert entirely . If you happen to fly to Bahrain in January , you will find an 
article on me even on the Airport Magazine!

In the pictures (top to bottom): with fans for the autographs. At the gala din -
ner after the concert with Italian Ambassador Calogero Di GesuÕ and with the Ambassador Dhafer Alumran, 
Director of Bilateral R elations of the Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of Bahrain.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

DUBAI
Dubai is an incredible world of skyscrapers and lighting, populated by one million inhabitants. W ith its 
skyline that resembles Manhattan, the international harbor and huge duty-free, Dubai attracts many tour -
ists every day. There are people from over 150 different nations living there and they built artificial is -
lands, some in the shape of a palm, where the rich people live. Dubai is a unique place in the world. It is 
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the capital of Dolce V ita. It gives you the impression that in Dubai everything is possible. I was surprised 
to see such a tolerance in Dubai. Near bars and night clubs there are mosques, 
churches and Hindu temples and, being a city with such a variety of religions and na -
tionalities, it is extraordinarily empty of ethnic conflicts. Dubai is the city in the world  
with the most number of shopping malls per consumer , malls where it is possible to 
see Saudi women all covered in black picking at lingerie by V ictoriaÕs Secret, young 
Emirates people dressed as rappers flirting with European women  
in mini skirts, families of Senegalese, Egyptians, Iranians and Ka -
zakhs who walk between fountains and stores. If you go to Dubai,  
donÕt forget to visit the Mall of the Emirates, one of the newest 
shopping centers where you can find a sky slope with ski lift and 
the gold class of the movie theaters, two semi-private screening 
halls where it is possible to watch a movie in comfortable leather  

armchairs which recline until they become a bed, with food and drinks service during  
the screening. They also give you a blanket, in case you get cold!
I was lucky to be in Dubai during the International Film Festival, so I saw many movie  
stars, including charming Richard Gere (he is really a handsome man!).
In Dubai I even managed to dance tango and met wonderful people from all over the world who share my 
passion for this intense and sensual dance.

In the pictures, L: a beautiful view of Burj Al Arab, the tallest hotel in the world, symbol of Dubai. R: try -
ing to smoke ÒshishaÓ in a cafeÕ.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

SANAÕA
The jump from Dubai to SanaÕa, Yemen, was huge.
Only two hours flight and I was back in the medieval time... Yemen is one of the  
most beautiful places IÕve seen so far. Because of political problems, Yemen 
remained isolated from the rest of the Arabic countries, leaving it back in time 
but also keeping it uncontaminated and very Òtrue.Ó
Yemen is a country with wonderful landscapes.
My concert in SanaÕa was an extremely beautiful experience and right after it 
my parents joined me there to spend the Christmas week together . We discov-
ered an extraordinary country which I tried to capture in many pictures (some 
showing in the last page, just to give you a hint of the magic of this country). 

Some people think that Yemen is a dangerous country 
because some tourists got kidnapped in the past. I 
would like to tell you that I didnÕt have this impression. Yemeni people are ex -
tremely nice and friendly . The only small problems come up because of the lan -
guage (very few people speak English, especially outside the big cities) and all 
the signs in the streets are written in Arabic. Therefore I advise you to go around 
with a driver and a guide or ...to learn Arabic! If you want to visit places which 
are considered Òrisky,Ó any travel agency in SanaÕa can organize a service of po-
licemen who will accompany you in your itinerary . In my opinion, the secret is to 
travel always with your heart and your mind open, because it is the best way to 

absorb the culture and the habits of a new country . 
 
In the pictures (R to L): with the Italian Ambassador Mario Boffo and his wife Franca in SanaÕa after my 
concert. W ith a group of local fans.
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SPECIAL NEW YEAR PRICING ON MY CDs

Mix and MATCH your favorite!

"8.00 each for quantities of 10 CDs or more #includes shipping and handling$

"10.00 each for quantities of 5 CDs or more #includes shipping and handling$

Order by printing and %lling out the order form below or the U.S. Mail 
order form online at http://www.cristianapegoraro.com/offer/

index.html

*Please note: this offer is available only to U.S. residents paying by 
check.

!

Name of CDs available for this offer  !! ! ! ! ! ! Quantity  
! !
Music for Peace ____________________________________________________________!
Dance with Me!_____________________________________________________________!
Beethoven Sonatas Op. 109, 110, 111 ___________________________________________!
Beethoven Sonatas Op. 13, 53, 57 ______________________________________________!
Chopin Piano Works _________________________________________________________ !
Piazzolla Tangos ____________________________________________________________!
Lecuona Piano Works ________________________________________________________!
Lecuona Piano Works (Vol. 2) __________________________________________________!
Scarlatti ___________________________________________________________________
Schumann - Schumann/Liszt ___________________________________________________!
Live in New York ____________________________________________________________!
Live in New York (Vol. 2) ______________________________________________________!
Scarlatti, Chopin, Piazzolla, Lecuona ____________________________________________  !
Sabor Latino ________________________________________________________________!
Piano's Greatest Hits _________________________________________________________!
  ! ! !
                        CDs SUBTOTAL $___________

Name__________________________________________TAX (ONLY if shipping to NY state addresses) $_8,375%__
             
Address___________________________________________________________     S&H   ___________FREE_______

City__________________________________   State__________   Zip________   TOTAL ENCLOSED __$__________

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO DIVA PRODUCTIONS INC.
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! !       Images from Yemen

! !
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  As you can see, between 
concerts, I even had the 
chance to take some pictures 

CIA O  
to 

everyone!


